

Academic Vocabulary Development
Replacing Informal Expressions with Formal Alternatives

 Lesson Objective
To learn how to replace informal expressions with more formal equivalents suitable for:
· Academic essays
· Analytical writing
· Research papers
· Formal discussions
Formal language improves clarity, precision, and professionalism in writing.

 Why Do We Avoid Informal Language?
Informal expressions:
· Sound conversational
· May be vague
· Often lack precision
Academic writing requires:
· Accurate vocabulary
· Neutral tone
· Strong word choice

 Informal vs. Formal Expressions

1. Informal Expression
started looking at (4 words)
Formal Equivalent
turned their attention to
Usage Note
This phrase is often used in academic contexts when describing research focus or investigation.
Example
Researchers turned their attention to the effects of video games on teenagers.

2. Informal Expression
really bad (1 word)
Formal Equivalent
severe
Usage Note
Instead of using intensifiers like “really,” formal writing prefers precise adjectives.
Example
Some games contain severe violence.

3. Informal Expression
don’t like video games (2 words)
Formal Equivalent
oppose games
Usage Note
“Oppose” is frequently used in argumentative and opinion essays.
Example
Some parents oppose games because they believe they are harmful.

4. Informal Expression
like the characters (2 words)
Formal Equivalent
identify with
Usage Note
“Identify with” describes emotional or psychological connection.
Example
Players often identify with the characters in the game.

5. Informal Expression
knew about games (3 words)
Formal Equivalent
were aware of
Usage Note
“Be aware of” sounds more neutral and academic.
Example
Children were aware of games that their parents had not heard of.

6. Informal Expression
very difficult subject (2 words)
Formal Equivalent
contentious issue
Usage Note
Used for topics that cause debate or disagreement.
Example
Violence in video games is a contentious issue.

 Summary
In academic writing:
· Avoid: really, very, a lot, don’t like, bad
· Use: precise, formal vocabulary
· Choose verbs like: oppose, identify, examine, investigate


