

 Lesson Explanation: Online Footprints
“Clean Up That Digital Dirt — Now!”
This lesson focuses on an important modern issue: your online footprint — the information, photos, comments, and posts that stay on the internet about you.
Today, employers and universities often check social media before making decisions. That’s why managing your online image is very important.

  Reading Warm-Up Question
1. How much time do you spend on social media each day?
What kind of content do you usually post (photos, opinions, news, stories)?
2. Have you ever seen something online that made you think:
“That person might regret posting this in the future”?

 Title Discussion 
Title: “Clean Up That Digital Dirt — Now!”
Ask students:
💬 Big Question:
Do you think it is fair for a university or employer to reject someone because of a photo posted at a private party?
Why or why not?

Focus on Vocabulary: Formal Verbs
The article uses formal verbs, which are common in professional, academic, and legal contexts.
Here are the key words:
1. Obtain
To get or achieve something through effort or a process.
Example: She obtained her teaching degree.
2. Withhold
To refuse to give something or keep it back.
Example: The school withheld her diploma.
3. Accuse (someone of)
To say that someone did something wrong or illegal.
Example: She was accused of promoting underage drinking.
4. Promote
To support or encourage something.
Example: The photo seemed to promote irresponsible behavior.
5. Deny
To say something is not true.
Example: She denied the accusation.
6. Reject
To refuse to accept someone or something.
Example: The university rejected her application.
7. Regret
To feel sorry about something you did in the past.
Example: She later regretted posting the photo.

 Social Media & Digital World Idioms
1️⃣ Digital Footprint
The information and data you leave online when you use the internet.
Example: Be careful about your digital footprint; universities can see it.

2️⃣ Go Viral
 When a post spreads very quickly online.
Example: Her dance video went viral.

3️⃣ Online Presence
 How active and visible someone is on social media.
Example: She has a strong online presence.

4️⃣ Keyboard Warrior
 Someone who argues or attacks people online but not in real life.
Example: Don’t be a keyboard warrior.

6️⃣ Troll
 A person who posts negative or provocative comments online.
Example: Ignore internet trolls.

7️⃣ Throw Shade
To criticize someone indirectly.
Example: She was throwing shade at her friend.

8️⃣ Cancel Culture
 Publicly stopping support for someone because of their behavior.
Example: Many celebrities are afraid of cancel culture.

9️⃣ Chasing Clout
 Trying to get attention and popularity online.
Example: He posted that video just for chasing clout.

🔟 Online Reputation
 How people see you based on your online activity.
Example: Your online reputation is important for your future job.

Speaking Questions 
1. How important is your digital footprint for your future?
2. Have you ever seen something go viral? What was it?
3. Do you think cancel culture is fair or unfair? Why?
4. How can someone protect their online reputation?
5. Have you ever seen clickbait? Did you click it?
6. Why do some people become keyboard warriors?
7. Is chasing clout always negative?
8. How much time do you spend building your online presence?


