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Part 1: The Beginning
1. Ambitious
Definition: Having a strong desire to achieve success, power, or wealth.
Example: Mathilde was ambitious and dreamed of living a life full of luxury and admiration.

2. Circumstances
Definition: The conditions or facts that affect a person’s life or a situation.
Example: She was unhappy because her financial circumstances were very modest.

3. Led (lead)
Definition: To live a particular kind of life.
Example: The couple led a quiet and simple life in a small apartment.

4. Miserable
Definition: Extremely unhappy or uncomfortable.
Example: Mathilde felt miserable when she compared herself to wealthy women.

5. Bear
Definition: To accept or tolerate something difficult or unpleasant.
Example: She could not bear the thought of wearing a simple dress to the party.

6. Minister
Definition: A high-ranking government official in charge of a department.
Example: Her husband worked as a clerk for the Minister of Education.

7. Delighted
Definition: Feeling great happiness or pleasure.
Example: Her husband was delighted when he received the invitation to the ball.

8. Hesitated
Definition: To pause before doing or saying something because of doubt or uncertainty.
Example: He hesitated before telling her how much money he had saved.

9. Pale
Definition: Having a face lighter than usual because of fear, shock, or illness.
Example: She turned pale when she realized the necklace was missing.

✨ Part 3: The Hardship
10. Heroically
Definition: In a very brave, strong, or determined way.
Example: She worked heroically to repay the enormous debt.

11. Debt
Definition: Money that is owed to someone.
Example: It took them ten years to pay off their heavy debt.

12. Dismissed
Definition: To officially send someone away from their job.
Example: They dismissed their servant to reduce expenses.

13. Attic
Definition: A small room just under the roof of a house.
Example: They moved into a tiny attic to save money.

14. Greasy
Definition: Covered with oil or fat; dirty with grease.
Example: She washed greasy dishes every evening after dinner.

15. Rubbish
Definition: Things that are thrown away; trash.
Example: She carried the rubbish down to the street every morning.

16. Grocer
Definition: A person who sells food and household items.
Example: She visited the grocer daily to buy basic supplies.

17. Bargaining
Definition: Trying to agree on a lower price through discussion.
Example: She spent hours bargaining to save a few coins.

18. Insulted
Definition: Feeling hurt or offended by someone’s words or actions.
Example: She felt insulted when others looked down on her.

19. Sou
Definition: A small French coin of very little value (used in the past).
Example: She tried to save every single sou she earned.

20. Accounts
Definition: Records of money spent, received, or owed.
Example: Her husband worked late at night checking the shop’s accounts.

21. Accumulation
Definition: A gradual increase of something over time.
Example: They had to pay the original loan plus the accumulation of interest.

